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HALL FAMILY OF TACONY, PHILADELPHIA COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, 

Communicated by Dr. J. Hall Pleasants, Baltimore, Md. 

Jacob Hall emigrated to Pennsylvania in the year 1684-5 from 
Macclesfield, Chester County, England. He first settled in Buck's 
County, bringing with him 12 servants. He is said to have been 
a friend of William Penn. Moved to Tacony, Philadelphia 
County about 1691. In 1693 he was appointed Justice or Judge of 
the County Court. His will, dated September 29, 1699, and proved 
October 28, 1700, refers to the testator as "gentleman." He 
married in England Mary Charlesworth. He left three sons and 
one daughter. 

Joseph Hall, 2nd son of the above was born February 11, 
1686-7. He was an extensive land holder and is referred to vari- 
ously as planter, malster and tanner. He was a vestryman of 
Trinity Church, Oxford. He married about 1707 Rebecca 
(born November 9, 1688), daughter of Thomas Rutter and his 
wife Rebecca Staples. Joseph Hall's will was probated June 
17, 1731. He left 12 children, 4 sons and 4 daughters of whom 
married and left descendants. Children — 

Sons. 

1. Joseph Hall; born about 1707; died 1743- 1749; married Mary 

Fisher, January 18, 1733. (q. v.) 

2. Theodore Hall, probably born ante 1710; died ; mar- 

ried Gertrude Goodwin April 29, 1729. (q. v.) 

3. Thomas Hall; living 1729; d. s. p. ante 1742-3. 

4. Jacob Hall; born ante 1720; died 1783- 1785; married 1st, 

Mary Parry, ante 1739; 2nd, Harmina (Dorland) Wood 
April 3, 1768. (q. v.) 

5. John Hall; born ante 1722; died 1798 (?) ; married Sarah 

Parry, May 28, 1747. (q. v.) 

6. Charlesworth Hall; born 1729-1730; died ante 1742-3. 
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Daughters. 

7. Rebecca Hall; born 1709; died July 1, 1785; married 1st 

Isaac Leech who died December 10, 1744. (q. v.) 2nd 
Rev. Richard Treat, (q. v.) 

8. Susanna Hall; born 1717-1718; died July 2, 1795; married 

1st Joseph Harvey, January 18, 1733, who died two or 
three years later; no issue. 2nd John Rush, ante 1743, 
who died 1751. (q. v.) 3rd, Richard Morris about 1755, 
who died 1771 ; no issue. 

9. Sarah Hall; born 1717-1718; died July 30, 1760; married 

Rev. Samuel Finley, September 26, 1744, who died 1766. 
(q. v.) 

10. Hannah Hall; born ante 1727; died ante 1743. 

11. Ruth Hall; born ante 1727; died 1794; married 1st, Dr. 

Elisha Hall May 27, 1746. (q. v.) ; 2nd, Rev. James 
Hunt, ante 1768. (q. v.) 

12. Mary Hall; born ; died ante 1743. 

Descendants of Ruth Hall. 

Ruth Hall 8 (Jacob 1 Joseph 2 ), daughter of Joseph and Rebecca 
(Rutter) Hall was apparently the youngest of four daughters 
who reached maturity. She married May 27, 1746, at Trinity- 
Church, Oxford, Philadelphia County, Dr. Elisha Hall of Mount 
Welcome, Cecil County, Maryland. He was a son of Elihu Hall 
(1692-1753) of Mount Welcome and his wife Sarah Harrison, 
Maryland, and a grandson of Richard Hall, of Calvert County, 
Maryland. Dr. Elisha Hall is said to have been born in 1729; 
d. 1757, but this is improbable as he is known to have been mar- 
ried in 1746, which would make him only seventeen at the time 
of his marriage and therefore several years younger than his 
wife. Dr. Elisha Hall after his marriage continued to live in 
Maryland. As far as is known the 'families of Elisha Hall and 
his wife, Ruth Hall, were entirely distinct. Elisha Hall's will 
proved, Cecil Co. Nov. 30, 1757. 

Children of Elisha and Ruth Hall — 

I. Elihu Hall (eldest by father's will); born 1752; died 
1808; married 1774 Mildred Ball, daughter of 
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of Virginia. The 'following statements are said 



to refer to this man, but have not been confirmed. He 
lived in Winchester, Va. He is said to have left two 
sons, Elihu Hall and Elisha Hall, the latter is said to 
have married Mary Matthews Brooke. There appear to 
have been three daughters for in 1812 a Maria T. Hall 
writes to Dr. Benjamin Rush from Winchester, Va., 
(Rush MSS. Ridgeway Library, Phila.), stating that her 
sister, Mrs. Jordan had just died and that she and her 
mother was then living with Mr. Jordan. She adds that 
since the death of her father in 1808, her mother's 
brother-in-law, Dr. Elisha Hall, of Fredericksburg, had 
done nothing to help her. Issue: 
i. Elihu H. Hall, 
ii. Elisha J (ohn?) Hall. 

iii. Hall (a dau.) mar. Jordan, of Winches- 
ter, Va. 

iv. Hall (a daughter, died 1814, in child-bed), name 

of husband unknown, 
v. Maria T. Hall, unmar., 1812. 

Joseph Hall ; born ; died 

3. Dr. Elisha Hall, son of Elisha and Ruth Hall is said to 
have been born in 1754. He appears to have lived in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, and to have practiced medi- 
cine there. He married Caroline Carter, the daughter 
of Charles Carter, of Cleve, on the Rappahannock River, 
Virginia. Issue : 
i. Benjamin Harrison Hall, M. D., born 1781 ; moved to St. 
Louis, Missouri; married Lucy Fitzhugh. Issue, 
Lucy Hall, married Samuel Simon of St. Louis, and 
she had issue, Harrison, Elizabeth Hall, Mary Rush, 
Caroline, Lucy, Lester, and Albert Simon. 
ii. John Byrd Hall, born 1787; died 1862. Married Har- 
riet Stringfellow, of Fredericksburg, Virginia. Issue 
(1) Mary, mar. Wm. Gillespie; (2) Charlotte, mar. 
Robert Pleasants Hall, of St. Louis; (3) Julia, mar. 
William Dickson Henry, of Virginia and Chester Co., 
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S. C, issue Major Robert Randolph Henry C. S. A., 
born 1843; (4) Horace Byrd, mar. Alvera Stuart; 
(5) Albert; (6) Harrriet; (7) Richard Rush mar. 
1st, Lucy Baskerville and 2nd, Maria Carter Worm- 
ley ; (8) Maria C, mar. W. S. Watkins, of Petersburg, 
Va. ; (9) Harriet E. ; (10) Charles Carter; (11) 
Franklin; (12) John Marshall; (13) Caroline, mar. 
Herbert A. Claiborne, of Richmond, Va. 
iii. Sophie Pleasants Hall married Wm. Gregory of St. 

Louis ; issue Charles Rush Gregory, 
iv. Maria Carter Hall, married 1st William Wormley 2nd 
Dr. W. S. Caldwell, by whom she had issue: (1) John 
Caldwell; (2) Dr. Carter Caldwell; (3) William S. 
Caldwell, married Eliza Ann Breckenridge, of Ken- 
tucky. Issue; (4) Sophia Caldwell, married Thomas 
Dean, of New York: Issue, 
v. Charles Rush Hall, born 1793; married Louisa Quarles; 
issue (1) Elisha Byrd; (2) Charles (3) Harriet, mar- 
ried John Lewis; (4) Martha, married 1st William 
Byrd, 2nd Wm. Scott; (5) Sophia P., married Tevis, 
of Canada; (6) Robert Pleasants, married Charlotte 
Carter Hall, 
vi. Eliza Ann Hall. 
4. Richard Hall, son of Elisha and Ruth Hall, is said to 
have married Sophia Wilmot. The following state- 
ments are unconfirmed. He is said to have owned an 
estate on the Rappannock River, to have been somewhat 
of a rover and to have contracted debt. He got into a 
dispute with his first cousin, Dr. Benjamin Rush, of 
Philadelphia in conection with the estate of his brother, 
Dr. John Hall, of which Rush was an executor and 
wrote several threatening letters to Rush, in which 
Hall appears to have been in the wrong (see Rush MSS. 
Ridgeway Library, Philadelphia). Issue (unconfirmed) 
(1) Richard Wilmot Hall; (2) William Wilmot Hall; 
(3) Elizabeth Lee Hall, married Rev. J. R. Hubbard, of 
Winchester, Va. 
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5. Dr. John Hall is said to have been the youngest son 
of Elisha and Ruth Hall. He married Eliza Ann Bay- 
nard, of Hilton Head, Va., who appears to have died 
before her husband. He seems to have been a man of 
considerable property and at one time practiced medi- 
cine in Virginia. During the Revolution he is said to 
have been a surgeon on Washington's staff. Tradition 
says that he was Washington's family physician. He 
died January 25, 1801, apparently in Philadelphia, Dr. 
Benjamin Rush being one of his executors under his 
will dated September 21, 1800. In this will he mentions 
the fact of 22,000 acres in South Carolina. Issue one 
son, Baynard Rush Hall said to have been born in 1798 
and to have died in 1863. He is said to have been a 
Presbyterian clergyman in Brooklyn at one time. He 
is known to have kept a school called a Classical and 
Mathematical Institute at Rose Hill, Newburgh, N. Y., 
May 12, 1849. 

6. Elizabeth Harrison Hall. 

Ruth Hall married secondly the Rev. James Hunt. The date 
of this marriage is not known. He kept a school in Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland, at his place called "Tusculum." 
Hunt was a graduate of Princeton and was a Presbyterian clergy- 
man, having charge of a church near Rockville from 1761 to the 
time of his death June 2, 1793. William Wirt, the Attorney 
General of the United States, attended Hunt's school from 1783 
to 1787 and has left an interesting picture of him in his diary 
(see Memoirs of the Life of William Wirt, by John P. Kennedy, 
i860; also Wirt's Letters of the British Spy, 10th edition, 1832 — 
biographical sketch). He states that Hunt was a man of culti- 
vated mind, liberal study and philosophic temper and that he 
was kindly indulgent and sympathetic. He had a good library. 
Wirt adds that Hunt "in his suit of black velvet was quite a 
stately and graceful person." His will, dated Dec. 19, 1785, was 
proved Dec. 28/95. 

Ruth (Hall) Hunt died prior to August 7, 1794, as is shown 
by a letter from her son, Wm. P. Hunt, to his aunt Mrs. Susanna 
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Morris, mother of Dr. Benj. Rush, of this date in which he 
refers to the death of both his parents as apparently recent occur- 
rences. No will or administration on her estate has been found 
in Montgomery County. 

Children of the Rev. James Hunt and Ruth (Hall) (Hall) 
Hunt— 

1. James Green Hunt, born ; died ante 1797. Studied 

law with Governor Randolph before 1788 and 

was practicing law in South Carolina in that year. 
Whether he married and left issue or not is unknown, 
but from the fact that his half-brother, Richard Hall, 
asked permission to administer on his estate as one of 
heirs indicates that he probably died without issue. 

2. William Pitt Hunt, born ; died before September 

12, 1797, when reference is made in the Montgomery 
County records to a will filed elsewhere. A letter from 
his father to Dr. Benjamin Rush, dated March 24, 1788, 
refers to him as an assistant in the Hampden-Sidney 
College Lottery of 1787, and states that he was study- 
ing law at the time of writing. He was living at Mont- 
gomery Court House, Maryland, August 7, 1794, as is 
shown by a letter from him to Dr. Benjamin Rush of 
this date. Issue: 

i. James Watkins Hunt,* living August 7, 1794, subse- 
quent history unknown. 

ii. Ruth Hunt,* living August 7, 1794. 

iii. Thomas P. Hunt,* born after August 7, 1794, living 
August 7, 1794. 

iv. Wm. Hunt,* born after August 7, 1794, living August 

7, 1794- 



* A Montgomery County deed, dated June 12, 1798, from Samuel B. 
Magruder and wife shows that the four above mentioned children were 
living June 12, 1798. 



